








intention of its authors. Others continue to criticize phrases that have long been removed from the
textbook.

Others have gone even further, releasing information that has no basis in fact, although they have
been repeatedly asked by the Bible Literacy Project to consider the Biblical value of speaking only the
truth.

The Bible Literacy Project’s widely acclaimed textbook, The Bible and Its Influence, has never been
supported or endorsed by the ACLU, People for the American Way, Americans United for the Separation
of Church and State, the National Education Association, the Council on Islamic Education, UNESCO, or
the Baptist Joint Committee for Legislative and Public Affairs. (Please see the list of endorsing scholars
here.) Yet our course has never suffered a legal challenge, because it is widely acknowledged that our
textbook is both respectful of the Bible as a sacred text AND completely First-Amendment-safe for
public schools.

Others have said that our course prohibits students from reading the Bible. On the contrary, our
course requires each student to use his own Bible, turning to our textbook to learn how a particular
passage has influenced Western culture. For example, after students read the words of Mark’s gospel in
the translation their families prefer, they learn in our textbook that these words were the inspiration for
Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea.

Does your course provide students with a textbook about the Bible but prevent students from actually
reading the Bible for themselves? Do you think that your textbook is better than the Bible?

No. Our course requires students to use TWO books -- our textbook and the Bible translation of their
choice. Our textbook is designed to be read in conjunction with the Bible, so that after students read a
particular Bible passage, they learn about the great works of literature and art that were inspired by that
passage. No textbook can substitute for the Bible and we have never claimed that ours does.

Does your textbook "present the Bible as myth and stories, undermining the authority of the Bible"?

No. Since 1999, we have stated that academic teaching about the Bible should not undermine the
beliefs of those who accept the Bible as sacred scripture. The textbook's 40 reviewers -- scholars



representing evangelical, mainline Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox and Jewish communities -- have
ensured that the material in The Bible and Its Influence reflects an accurate reporting of the Bible
narrative, characters, and content. "Our textbook aims for a straight forward reporting of what the Bible
says. There is no content in our textbook that is intended to either promote or undermine faith," says
Bible Literacy Project Chairman Chuck Stetson. "We encourage people to get a copy and read it for
themselves."

The textbook has widely representative endorsements, ranging from Marc Stern, general counsel of
the American Jewish Congress, Bishop Richard Sklba, chair of the Catholic Biblical Association, and other
nationally renowned leaders, including Chuck Colson, Vonette Bright, Joe Stowell, and many others.

Rev. Peter Lillback, Ph.D., president of Westminster Theological Seminary, is one of the 40 scholars
who reviewed The Bible and Its Influence, addresses the accuracy of the textbook. "The informational
content, accuracy, exposition, illustrations, and tone are all extremely well done, and | congratulate you
on a highly accurate and readable presentation," says Lillback.

Who is Charles Haynes?

Charles Haynes is not an official spokesperson, staff, advisor, or director for the Bible Literacy Project,
but speaks on behalf of the First Amendment Center. An expert on the First Amendment in public
schools, he is one of 40 scholars who reviewed our textbook, including scholars from evangelical,
mainline Protestant, Catholic, Orthodox, and Jewish backgrounds so that The Bible and Its Influence
would be allowable for public school use and accurately represent the perspective of faith groups which
consider the Bible as sacred text. These 40 reviewers of The Bible and Its Influence also included
scholars from Wheaton College, Gordon College, Baylor University, Westmont College and Westminster
Seminary, as well as the general counsel of the American Jewish Congress and the chair of the Catholic
Biblical Association.
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MEMORANDUM

TO: All School Superintendents

FROM: Melissa K. Ambre, Director
Office of School Finance

DATE: July 5,2012
SUBJECT: School Technology Advancement Account (STAA)

The Indiana General Assembly authorized the School Technology Advancement Account, for the
purpose of loaning money to school corporations for the purchase of computer hardware and
software to be used for student instruction and for the development and implementation of
innovation technology projects. Funds totaling five million dollars ($5,000,000.00) are available for
loans to be executed by June 30, 2013.

The Office of School Finance will accept applications for advancement from July é through August
3, 2012. Petitions must be received by the Office of School Finance on or before 4:30 p.m. (Eastern
Standard Time) on August 3, 2012, to be considered. Fax copies will be accepted under the following
conditions:

I. Copies must have all required signatures and appropriate dates.

2. Fax copies must be received by August 3, 2012, with original copies submitted by mail.

Petitions for advancements may be obtained through the Learning Connection in the IDOE - School
Finance community under the Files and Bookmarks tab or by requesting it from Teresa Hemmerle at
themmerle@doe.in.gov or me at mambre@doe.in.gov.

If the total amount of all the requests for advancements is greater than $5,000,000.00, the
Department shall rank the requests according to the assessed valuation per pupil. School
corporations with the lowest assessed valuation per pupil shall have priority. The most recent
certified assessed value will be used. We will use the 201 1-2012 school year pupil enrollment (DOE-
PE) for this calculation.

The amount of advancements range from a minimum of $20,000 to a maximum determined under
the following formula:
STEP ONE: Determine the enrollment of the school corporation, as reported on Form DOE-PE
STEP TWO: Divide the enrollment determined under STEP ONE by 25.
STEP THREE: Multiply the amount determined under STEP TWO by $500.

www.doe.in.gov
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The State Board of Finance periodically establishes the rate of interest payable as not less than one
percent (1%) and not more than four percent (4%).

The Treasurer of the State of Indiana administers STAA loan agreements and typically establishes the
following repayment schedule:

e $20,000 —$ 50,999 2 years

e $51,000— $100,999 3 years

e $101,000 — $300,000 4 years

e more than $300,000 5 years

If you have questions concerning this memo, please contact Teresa Hemmerle or Melissa Ambre in
the Office of School Finance at (317) 232-0840..

www.doe.in.gov
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V
ISION FOR TOMORROW

Board approved 7/19/2012

Dr. Caddell and School Board,

Eastern High School has set a goal that 25% of our students will graduate with at least 3 college
credits. Next school year we have the opportunity to offer our students the ability to earn
college credit in English. The High School Administration recommends that the school
corporation pays $275 per child for the $350 online course first semester. Currently, there are
24 students enrolled in the college credit classes for next year. By being able to offer these
classes at Eastern we are able to offer our community a savings of close to $800 a student and

provide our students with opportunities that will help advance them in their future education
endeavors.

Eastern Jr./Sr. High Assistant Principal

Eastern Howard School Corporation will provide academic, social, and physical opportunities to all students in
order to allow them to pursue their fullest potential and to prepare them to be responsible and productive citizens.





